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Celebrating the Past, Charting the Future
When Governors State University was founded in 1969, change
was in the air. The Civil Rights, anti-war, and women's movements
transformed society and altered everyone's perspective.
Now, the nation is again facing great challenges.The many calls
for change at all levels of society have led GSU, once more, to a
renewed commitment to serve students and the community.
When the first GSU students came to class in bellbottoms with
flowers in their hair, they were met by classrooms without walls
and coursework without grades. While today's programs have more
structure and rigor, GSU remains dedicated to the educational
innovation and experimentation that guided the university in its
early years. The ideal that drove the initial design of GSU - that all
students were entitled to an affordable, accessible education - has
remained constant.
To fulfill the diverse educational needs of students and the shifting
demands of society, GSU has adapted, innovated, and developed its
degree and certificate programs. Currently, the university offers
bachelor's, master's, and doctorate programs that not only create
qualified personnel to fulfill today's employment opportunities,
but prepare graduates for the demanding careers of the future.
The university has opened its doors to the community, inviting
everyone - area residents, current students, alumni, retirees, and
visitors - to celebrate academic achievement and accessibility.
GSU has remained true to that early, guiding vision and is today
everything it was meant to be - the educational choice for a









Brendan Hollandsworth, Student Trustee
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Vivian Gussin Paley brings 37 years of classroom experience and observations to her work as
an early childhood educator. The research and teaching techniques she developed as a result
have made her one of the nation's experts on the education and enrichment of very young
children.
Gussin Paley began her career with a bachelor's degree from the University of Chicago in
1947. She taught preschool and kindergarten in New Orleans; Great Neck, New York; and
the University of Chicago Laboratory School. She earned her M.A. from Hofstra Univer-
sity. Throughout her teaching career, Gussin Paley witnessed how the work of educators can
stymie the development of young children, how a strict curriculum can bury innovation and
conceptual thinking, and how a child's imagination can lead the way to a good education - if
only educators would allow it.
Gussin Paley spent years investigating the world of young children, examining their stories,
creativity, communication, and interaction. Her observations and conclusions on early
childhood education influence how teachers are trained and how children are taught.
In her 13 books on early childhood education, Gussin Paley describes the world of young
children by examining their stories, creativity, communication, and interaction. Her work
helps guide educators to make better choices for the students in the classroom. Each book
examines a central theme to healthy development such as fairness, multiculturalism,
communication, and play.
Her most recent work focuses on the importance of storytelling and fantasy play and how it
positively effects the academic and social growth of young children. Gussin Paley's research on
the importance of storytelling and imaginative play has been cited as an argument against the
strict adherence to teaching methods mandated by the federal No Child Left Behind Act.
Gussin Paley earned the 1987 Erikson Institute Award for Service to Children and is the
only kindergarten teacher to receive a Mac Arthur Fellowship (Genius Grant). In 1997, her
book, The Girl with the Brown Crayon, earned the Harvard University Press Virginia and
Warren Stone Prize as the outstanding book about education and society. Gussin Paley was
awarded the American Book Award from the Before Columbus Foundation for Lifetime
Achievement in 1998. She also earned the NCTE David H. Russell Award for Distinguished
Research in the Teaching of English in 1999. Gussin Paley received the John Dewey Society's
Outstanding Achievement Award for 2000, and was recently was named Outstanding
Educator in the Language Arts by the National Council of Teachers in English.
Order of Exercises
Saturday, June 4, 2011,11 a.m.
College of Arts and Sciences
College of Business and Public Administration
College of Education
College of Health and Human Services
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon
University President
Presiding
PRELUDE Encore Concert Band
Bill Schuetter, Conductor
WELCOME AND SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
PROCESSIONAL Daniel Netting, Excellence Award Recipient
"Pomp and Circumstance March No. l,"by Edward Elgar Encore Concert Band
CALL TO ORDER Marilyn Yirku, Excellence Award Recipient
NATIONAL ANTHEM Encore Concert Band
Please join in singing the national anthem
GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES Lorine S. Samuels, Chair - Board of Trustees
GREETINGS FROM THE FACULTY Dr. Taida Kelly, Excellence Award Recipient
GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION Saundra Brunson, President - Alumni Association
INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER Brendan Hollandsworth, Student Trustee
STUDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS Tamara Kroeger
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE Dr. Terry Allison, Provost
Conferring of Degree Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
Honorary Recipient, Doctor of Humane Letters Vivian Gussin Paley
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
College of Arts and Sciences Dr. Karen D'Arcy, Interim Dean
College of Education Dr. Deborah Bordelon, Dean
College of Business and Public Administration Dr. Ellen Foster Curtis, Dean
College of Health and Human Services Dr. Linda Samson, Dean
CONFERRING OF DEGREES Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
CLOSING REMARKS Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
RECESSIONAL Daniel Wearing, Excellence Award Recipient
"Crown Imperial," by William Walton Encore Concert Band
FANFARE SELECTION Encore Concert Band
Bill Schuetter, Conductor
Ms. Susan Bova, Sign Language Interpreter
The audience is requested to rise and remain standing during the Processional and Recessional.
College of Arts and Sciences
Bachelor of Arts








































AAA Kyle A. Cross
Shonda F. DeVasher-Williams
AAA Ernest M. Drigo
Lela DuBose
Abby M. Durczak
A Adriane D. Easte
Melody J. Easterling
Jacqueline M. Edison

























































































AA Charles C. Pocius
Dorphiuse D. Rawls












































= Cum Laude 3.80-3.89
= Magne Cum Laude 3.90-3.97
AAA = Summa Cum Laude 3.98-4.00
5 = University Honors Program





































































= Cum Laude 3.80-3.89
= Magne Cum Laude 3.90-3.97
= Summa Cum Laude 3.98-4.00






























































A Christine A. Patterson
Dorothy N. Payne
A Tricia Ann Peterson
Melissa E. Porfirio






A Katarzyna M. Suarez
AAA jessica Q Sullivan
Julianne L. Szalkowski
AA Christina D.Terrell
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= Magne Cum Laude 3.90-3.97
= Sumnia Cum Laude 3.98-4.00
— University Honors Program
College of Business and Public Administration
Bachelor of Arts
Mohammad Y.Abu Hashesh
Roma N. O. Armstrong
Nauman Bakhrani
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= Magne Cum Laude 3.90-3.97
= Summa Cum Laude 3.98-4.00
— University Honors Program







AAA Joseph D. Graham
































* Krystle B. Banzuela





























































































































































































= Magnc Cum Laude 3.90-3.97
= Summa Cum Laude 3.98-4.00
— University Honors Program
Student Speaker
Tamara Kroeger
Tamara Kroeger understands what it means to face challenges and never give up. As a child, she
was diagnosed with stomach cancer. Even though she was too young to understand the scope of
her disease, she felt the physical pain and witnessed the emotional toll it took on her family. She
learned at a young age to live life to the fullest and to do whatever she needed to make that
possible. Tamara also learned that there was no time to waste in reaching her goals and fulfilling
her dreams.
With those lessons in mind, Tamara embraces life with all it has to offer and all she has to give in
return. She joined the U.S. Marine Corps after high school and served her country for five years.
While she was in the service, she met and married her husband. After an on-the-job injury led to
a medical release,Tamara turned to new challenges. She focused on raising her two sons, working
part time at Chase Bank, volunteering at her sons' school, and earning her bachelor's degree.
As a student at Governors State University, Tamara found that she had a lot in common with
her fellow students. She and her classmates seemed to share many of the same characteristics and
goals. Many of them were returning adults with a spouses, young children, and a job, in addition
to classes, homework, and exams.Tamara found that the rapport and friendship she experienced
in the classroom helped her achieve her educational goal.
Tamara believes she owes much of her success to her support system - her fellow students, her
encouraging mother, and her husband who understands what it is like to be an adult returning
to earn a degree. He, too, has returned to college to earn his degree even as he serves in the U.S.
Army Reserve.
Today Tamara will earn her Bachelor of Arts in Social Science. She plans to continue her
education in graduate school; perhaps even law school. Most important, she plans to never stop
learning. As the first member of her immediate family to earn her degree, Tamara plans to serve
as an example for her sons.
"It started with my mom who always loved to read and now it is my husband's and my turn to
show our sons. Knowledge is contagious.The more we learn, the more there is to know."
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Academic Regalia
During the commencement ceremony, students and faculty wear academic costumes
indicating the wearers' degrees, colleges/universities, and fields of study.
The Cap
The black mortarboard type is the most common cap -worn. Degree candidates wear cap tassels
that are black and white, the university colors. Colors worn by the faculty vary according to their
fields of study.
The Gown
Gowns are of three kinds. The bachelor's gown is relatively simple, with lines falling straight from
a fairly elaborate yoke. Its distinguishing characteristic is the long pointed sleeve. Braided silken
cords are worn by students who have achieved special scholastic recognition: gold signifies high
honors; white, honors. The master's gown has sleeves, with a back end extending down below
the knee in a crescent shape. The doctor's gown is an elaborate costume, with velvet panels down
the front and around the neck, with three velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves.
The Hood
The official colors of the college or university from which a degree is conferred are represented
in the lining of the hood. For each field of study, there is a corresponding trim color. The trim
colors for master's hoods are as follows:
Accounting Drab
Addictions Studies Salmon Pink
Analytical Chemistry Golden Yellow
Art Brown
Business Administration Drab
Communication Disorders Salmon Pink
Communications and Training White
Computer Science Golden Yellow
Counseling Light Blue
Early Childhood Education Light Blue
Education Light Blue
Educational Administration Light Blue
English White
Environmental Biology Golden Yellow
Health Administration Salmon Pink
Management Information Systems Golden Yellow
Multicategorical Special Education Light Blue
Nursing Apricot
Occupational Therapy Slate Blue
Physical Therapy Teal
Political Studies White
Political and Justice Studies White
Psychology Light Blue






Rupert Evans - Department Chair, CHHS
Assistant Coordinators
Lorri Glass - Assistant Professor, CHHS
Nancy Shlaes - University Professor, Library
College of Arts and Sciences
Daniel Cortese - Assistant Professor
James "Chip" Coldren - Associate Professor
Walt Henne - Assistant Professor
Caron Jacobson - University Lecturer
Shelly Kumar - Professor
Rashidah Muhammad - Professor
College of Business and Public Administration
Carlos Ferran - Assistant Professor
Edna Fry - University Lecturer
Kathleen Hamby - University Lecturer
Margaret Neumann - Division Chair
Gokce Sargut - Assistant Professor
College of Education
Sara Acton - Director of Field Experiences
Thomas Bierdz - University Lecturer
Sandy Gandy - Assistant Professor
Dan Hechenberger - Assistant Professor
Tywandajiles -Assistant Professor
Julia Yang - University Professor
College of Health and Human Services
Jennifer Armstrong - Assistant Professor
Martha Gainer - University Lecturer
Stephanie Hughes - Assistant Professor
Raven James - Assistant Professor
Joyce Sligar - University Lecturer
Robin Washington - Assistant Professor
Phyllis West - Assistant Professor
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The Mace
The governor's mace, carried by the marshal who
leads the academic procession, is a symbol of the
authority of the university as a degree-granting
institution. The legal authority of the university
is grounded in the intellectual authority of
the distinguished faculty who follow in the
procession.
In antiquity, the mace was a weapon used to
establish the "authority" of the physically strong.
Its transformation into a symbol of intellectual
authority is both a tribute to and a reminder
of the civilizing force of a university's teaching,
research, and community service functions.
Engraved on the four side-panels of the governor's
mace are the seal of the State of Illinois; a cardinal,
the state bird; the seal of the former Illinois Board
of Governors Universities; and an inscription
which reads "The governor's mace, a symbol
of tradition and authority of Governors State
University, dedicated to the search for excellence
in the pursuit of truth, knowledge, and the love
of learning. Presented by Peter Levin, friend of
the university, June 2, 1979."
Atop the mace is a silver rendition of the
university logo. The three sides of the "triangle"
symbolize the university's teaching, research, and
community service functions. The three lines
visually suggest the shape of a rocket, reminding
us both that the university was founded within
days of Neil Armstrong setting foot on the moon
and that the university is a hope-filled, pioneering
community, committed to a better future for all
men and women. The circle symbolizes the fact
that the university is, indeed, a community. Finally,
the fact that the tips of the triangle reach beyond
the circle indicates the university's outreach into
the region, state, and nation and its commitment
to teaching, research, and community service.

